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I do want to push on the trees for these 
new developments again. I’m seeing a 
lot of bare yards in our future.

It was July 2021 and then-councilmember Chelsey 
Johnson spoke at the biweekly City Council  
meeting with hope and concern as she considered 
the Horace landscape. With hundreds of new 
homes being built, things had been changing in 
Horace for several years.

We all know by now that trees not only clean our air, 
filter our water, and slow storm surge and flooding in 
our cities, but there seems to be an often overlooked 
fact that the very sight of a tree-lined street can be 
breathtaking, offering comfort and serenity as the 
sun glistens across the rustling leaves. It sure beats 
rows of blocks sitting in the sun on pavement.

“I’m fine waiting because I know that things take 
time and that you guys are very busy,” she continued, 
“but I’m going to keep pushing it.”

Brenton Holper, the city administrator, reassured 
her that staff was researching how to implement a 
new tree program. Behind the scenes, he and staff 
had been collecting information on memberships, 
seedling prices, and community forestry programs.

By the next meeting on September 7, Holper was 
ready to present a possible approach: the City could 
charge a flat fee, at a rate determined by the council, 
for all new builds during the permit process. The fee 
would require the owner to plant boulevard trees on  
new property.

Councilmembers were in favor of the idea, as it 
would guarantee that each new home would get a 
tree or two.
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“It could be this year or next year,” Holper had said 
of when the program would start.

True to his word, plans for the Boulevard 
Tree Program were put into motion in 2022.  
Holper continued working with administrative staff 
as well as staff from Public Works to research tree 
programs, and a plan was laid out at the December 
19 meeting. 

Holper explained how the program would consist of 
two approaches: one for homes built prior to 2023 
and one for homes built in 2023 or later. For homes 
built prior to 2023, the plan would provide property 
owners with up to four tree options to choose from, 
depending on availability, through the $10,000 
Forestry fund. He stated that if participation is 
higher than expected, the fund could be amended. 

While there would be no retroactive approach – 
meaning that the City would not pay for trees that 
were purchased prior to the program – property 
owners with homes built prior to 2023 could still 
apply for trees on a first-come, first-serve basis.

As of February 17, the Boulevard Tree Program 
was rolled out. Property owners with homes built 
prior to 2023 can now apply for trees on the City of 
Horace website. For owners with homes being built 
in 2023 and in the future, the number of trees will 
be determined at the time of the building permit.

Trees will be planted by Public Works employees, 
but property owners are expected to maintain 
planted trees.

___

For more information, visit cityofhorace.com  
or find it on our new app!

TREE PROGRAM
The City of Horace implements its first-ever tree project

New Homes (2023 and Later)
• $250 deposit per tree required to be compliant with the    
  City of Horace Boulevard Tree Ordinance
• Property owners have one year to plant tree
• Property owners will receive number of trees determined        
at time of building permit

General Guidelines
• One to four tree options, depending on availability
• Property owner is expected to maintain tree
• City is not responsible for sprinkler system repairs if   
   damage occurs 

Existing Homes (Pre-2023)
• Application process is first-come, first-serve
• $50 for the first tree in front of house on the boulevard
• $250 for the second tree in the front on the boulevard
• $50 per tree on end lots with a side boulevard
• No retroactive approach


